First Baptist Church December 2015
340 North 13th Street Volume 1,
Leavenworth, KS 66048 Issue 12
913.682.4426

The Baptist Beacon

Rev. It Up!

Dependable, But Not Predictable

Many of us would not be happy if someone tried to violate our set patterns or suggest that we do
things this Christmas in startlingly new ways. In fact, much can be said for established Christmas traditions.
They can bring us great joy, peace and comfort. Yet, let us not become lulled into supposing that God is as
predictable. There is an important difference.

God’s love, God’s mercy, God’s justice are dependable. We can rely upon that. In this sense God is
the same yesterday, today and forever. But the ways in which those qualities are made manifest to us may vary
from time to time. For God meets us according to our present circumstance, not only according to ways that
served well in the past. God's actions are not bound by anything!

We are still at the front door of a new century. We know how much daily life has changed since 1900
or even since 1975. In 1975 only large corporations knew what a computer was and ATM Machines or electron-
ic scanners at grocery stores were unheard of. Today, we see the accelerating rate of technological advances
all around us. So, we can imagine how vast the changes will be from now until 2100!

God may act in new ways, as a result, to get our attention. But under girding those new ways will be
the eternal constancy of our Lord, who is unchanging.

Mary and Joseph lived in a time of great anxiety. Their homeland was occupied by foreign soldiers,
who were hostile toward their people for believing in only One God. The emperors of Rome made claims of
being divine and looked with displeasure upon the Jews who contested these claims. What would Caesar do
next, they often wondered? But it was into just such a world of uncertainty and potential danger, that Jesus was
born. God acted faithfully, even if in unimagined ways. A baby in Bethlehem was NOT what was expected.

At times, that divine faithfulness was not readily evident, even to devout people. The angel Gabriel,
who appeared to Mary, announced that her son would be great and would inherit the throne of David to rule
over a kingdom without end. Thirty some years later this same Mary would stand at the base of a cross that
bore the corpse of her son, with only a loincloth and “CROWN OF THORNS.” Mary must have thought her
world had ended. YET, GOD IS DEPENDALE, IF NOT PREDICTABLE. In less than two months, Mary would
be singing in the streets of Jerusalem with the rest of Jesus’ followers on the day of Pentecost. This AFTER the
Resurrection of Christ from the dead and His ascension into heaven! WHO WOULD HAVE GUESSED?

Caesar did not have the last word. The various Caesars never do. God is dependable, even if His
divine faithfulness comes in surprising or shocking ways at times. | am thankful that our Lord can think and act
far “outside the box” of human imagination. Maybe this Advent season will hold a surprising revelation for you?
Lord, only knows. Merry Christmas!

Pastor Jerry
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Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
December 24th, 6:00 p.m.
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H P)’ December Birthdays & Anniversaries

Bl T GY Birthdays

2 Carol Mustain, 24 Debbie McManus, Kamryn Tuttle

’ .'\ \ S\ 3 Richard Cecil, Kayla Kenton, Rhonda Spencer 25 Helen Cox
k ‘ x\i 5 Gene Thompson, Sharon Ketchum 27 Jason Hawkins, Jr.
] Q 6 Bob Spencer 29 Kyle Miller
193 8 Bernard Oots, Ethel Brown 31 Janice Mullins, Megan Vanek
12 Russell Jones, Gabriel Crowley
/l% 13 Teresa Cox Anniversaries
“’XX? 14 Linda Smith 7 M/M Jerry Means
MV@YYWYW 15 Clarinda Creighton, lan Cox, Lakyn Henning 15 M/M Danny Whisler
16 Ron Cuny 18 M/M Mike Hill
18 Adelle Thomas 21 M/M Virg Jones
19 Annette Hamilton 22 M/M Gene Thompson
21 Charles Mullins, Cari Clay 23 M/M LeRoy Seifert
22 Janet Sears 27 M/M Darryl Glass
Altendance Record
111 11/8 11/15 11/22
Morning Worship 164 178 163 168
Evening Worship 37 37 41 36
Wed. Evening 30 195 No Services

sSeeSOMNLab sy Ni ght Out
The AB Women are hosting a Ladies Night Oentitled® S e e S O N on Detembér 8, §.00 p.m. at
Le Mesa Restaurant in Lansing. Join us in their banquet room for an awesome evening of fellowship, food and faith

as we reflect on this Joyful “SeeSON.” The evening promises to be just the “seasoning” you need to spice up an
otherwise dull Tuesday evening. Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you plan on attending. See the there!

s Glioir Cliristmas Ganfata &/
December 13, 10:15 a.m. &\

During the morning Worship Service




Every 9:00 am - Sunday school
Sunday: 10:15 am - Worship service
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 29 am - Morning 3 4 5
6 pm- ACTS Bible Hr. Backpack Bud- 9a.m. - White
Prayer Group 5:30 pm - Wed. Meal | dies - food deliv- | Cross
6:30 pm - Open | 6 pm - Youth Fellow- | ery
Gym - Volleyball | ship 9am - LeLeche
6:30 pm - Venture League
Club 6:30 - Open Gym
6:30 pm - Bible Study | Basketball
7 pm - Youth Group,
Choir Practice
6 7 8 9 10 1 12
9:00 am - Sunday 9:15 am - Staff 10 am - Back- 5:30 pm - Wed. Meal 6:30 - Open Gym 4 - 7pm - Choir
School Mtg. pack Buddies | 6pm-Youth Fellow- | Basketball practice and
10:15am - Worship | 10 am - Pickle- | 6 pm-ACTS | ship, Finance Mtg. Fellowship Din-
Service ball Prayer Group | 6 am - Backpack Bud- ner
6:00 pm - Creative 6 pm - Pickleball | 6:30 pm - Open g'gg om - Venture Club 3 pm - Youth
Worship Gym - Vo!leyball 6:30 pm - Bible Study Christmas Party
7 pm - Grief 7 pm - Choir Practice ,
Support Group | Youth Group
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
9:00 am - Sunday 9:15 am - Staff 11:30 am - Red | 5:30 pm - Wed. Meal | 6:30 - Open Gym | 9 a.m. - White
School Mtg. Hat Luncheon | 6 pm - Youth Fellow- | Basketball Cross
10:15 am - Worship 10 am - Pickle- | 6 pm - ACTS ship
Service - Christmas | ball Prayer Group 6:30 pm - Venture
Cantata 6 pm - Pickleball | 6 pm - Team Club
6:00 pm - Creative Mtgs. 6:30 pm - Bible Study
Worship 6:30 pm - Open | 7 pm - Youth Group
Gym - Volleyball
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9:00 am - Sunday 9:15am - Staff | 6 pm - ACTS 6 pm - Youth Fellow- | 6:00 pm - Christ-
School Mtg. Prayer Group ship mas Eve Service Church
10:15 am - Worship 10 am - Pickle- | 6:30 pm - Open | 6:30 pm - Venture Closed
Service ball Gym - Volleyball | Club Merry
4:30 pm - Evangelism | 6 pm - Pickleball 6:30 pm - Bible Study Christmas
Team 7 pm - Youth Group
6 pm - Business Mtg.
27 28 29 30 31
9:00 am - Sunday 9:15am - Staff | 6 pm-ACTS 6 pm - Youth Fellow-
School Mtg. Prayer Group ship
10:15 am - Worship 10 am - Pickle- | 6:30 pm - Open | 6:30 pm - Venture
Service ball Gym - Volleyball | Club
6:00 pm - Creative 6 pm - Pickleball 6:30 pm - Bible Study
Worship 7 pm - Youth Group,
7 pm - Youth Afterglow Choir Practice




A Wish List for the Leavenworth Shelter of Hope

Food 1 tems: Daily Use Items:/
Granol a bar Liguid | aundry®™s pods
Protein bar Dryer sheets
Fruit fille cereal bars Disinfecting wi g

r or cheese snacRape¢rckews! s a
Cupnoodl es n Styrofoam cup Liquid hand so | gy e r ef

packaged fruit kot @ applesauceq
r tuna in ingleCsfeiwegdload prad kdaad
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Peanut butte
i
I ndividually
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Beef jerky S
Juice boxes, shelf milk, hot chocolate packets
Clothing:
(Al'l food items must Dbe indiviSloucak d yanwd aglpoewe s
single serving portions. The sheerdédtear ydodesn antoitohsaveer e2 al s o
kitchen, only a microwave for use.)

Email Amybe
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th Richardson at

| terofhope@gmail . c
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Matthew Summary
by Jay Smith

The book of Matthew is a Gospel that contains Narrative History, Genealogy, Parables, Sermons, and some Prophetic Oracles. It was
written by Matthew (Levi), the Disciple of Christ around 48-50 A.D. The key word in Matthew is "Kingdom" and is used 28 times.

The personalities of this book include the Messiah Jesus Christ, His parents Mary and Joseph, the Twelve Disciples, the prophet John the
Baptist, and other kinds of leaders. These leaders include those in government like Pilate and religious leaders such as the Pharisees (who attempt
to hinder the work of Jesus).

The book of Matthew is the first of the synoptic gospels and it was written to reveal the Lord Jesus as the Messiah, the King of the Jews,
from the line of David. It also was written to convince the Jews that Jesus Christ was indeed their long-awaited Messiah.

Chapters 1-4 in Matthew mainly deal with the miracle birth of Jesus and the events surrounding His early life. This primarily involves the
commonly told Christmas story but also includes the genealogy of Jesus, which goes all the way back to Abraham. "She will bear a Son; and you
shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people frorfi &gir sins”

Chapters 5-25 consist of the ministry of Jesus from the interdiction of John the Baptist up to the point of His death at Calvary. These chap-
ters are vital to our knowledge of Jesus Christ and are much of what we know about God living as a perfect man on Earth. These passages include
Jesus' famous Sermon on the Mount, numerous miracles, and priceless teachings to all who would listen and
follow.

Chapters 26-28, contain the death and resurrection of Jesus. These chapters present the truth of the "Good
News" and about how Jesus took the sins of the world upon Himself. This is the central theme of salvation
through faith alone in the complete and finished work of Christ Jesus on the cross. Salvation is possible only
through His death, His burial, and His resurrection from the dead, all for the sake of sinners. Numerous and

) amazing Old Testament prophecies are fulfilled frequently in these final chapters. Some of these are His betrayal
for thirty pieces of silver by Judas, crucifixion with two robbers, and those wagging their heads at Jesus while He
was yet on the cross.
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New Year Sermon Series
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our human conditon in the |ivindghdedH Vi dg
Christ empowers us to |live victoriously
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http://www.scribd.com/collections/3851369/The-Ultimate-Bible-Summary-Collection-contains-all-66-bible-book-summaries

